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Period Characteristics 
(push/pull factors, 
obstacles, 
opportunities) 

Impact of Technology Role of federal and 
state governments 

Early Settlement, 1640 
to 1780s 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Early Settlement in 
Interior, 1790s to 
1830s 
 
 
 
 

   

Mid-19th century, 
1840s to 1880s 
 
 
 
 

   

Turn of the 20th 
Century, 1890s to 
1920s 
 
 
 
 

   

Mid- and Late 20th 
century, 1930s – 1990s 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Recent Developments, 
1990s – 2012 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 


